THE  SUN  AND   THE   SERPENT

under the lordship of Vritra. And that this
" prince of the Daityas " was then " occupying
the whole earth and the heavens." i Apparently,
therefore, Vritra claimed paramount power,
and probably also divine honours, as did so many
Solar chiefs.

The Kalakeyas, who were also called Kaleyas
or KalakhanjaSj sprang from Vishnu, or the Sun;
and they lived in the territory of Patala,2 that
is, in the Indus valley and neighbouring country.
Naga rajas appear to have succeeded Vritra,
the great Ahi, in this portion of his dominions.

We have it, on the authority of the Maha-
bharata, that the great Asura Arbuda was a
Naga raja.3 And, from the genealogy of the
Solar race, we learn that the name of one of the
royal family of Ajudhia was Ahi Naga.4 We
find too that Ahi Deva was a demigod wor-
shipped in Kashmir.5

The chief deity of the Asuras, as we have seen
in the case of the Kfileyas, was the Sun, or rather
perhaps the Sun-god, from whom they believed
themselves to be descended. They also venerated
the Naga, or hooded-serpent, as the protector

1  Mahabharata, Vana, Tirthayatra, pp. c., ci.

2 Ib., Udyoga, Bhagavatyana, p. xcix.

3 Ib.3 Sabha, Jarasandha-badha, p. xxi.

4 Vishnu Parana, Wilson, IV. iv. 386.

5 Rajatarangini, Dutt, 176.
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